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(54) Control of a computer using a telephone handset 



(57) A telephone handset (103) having a mani- 
pulandum built into the handset such that the 
handset can be held in a speaking position with 
respect to the body of a person and the mani- 
pulandum can be manipulated so as to select 
icons (106,108) or perform other cursor func- 
tions on a computer display (102) to control a 
computer program. The manipulandum itself is 
situated on the side of the telephone set such 
that it can be easily manipulated by the thumb 
of the telephone user in the speaking position. 
The manipulandum consists of a track ball de- 
vice (104) that is built into the handset. Also, the 
manipulandum maybe a joystick that has a 
number of fixed positions with each position 
designating a movement of the cursor (109) on 
the computer display. In addition, the mani- 
pulandum maybe a set of switches laid out in a 
particular pattern with a fixe^K number of posi- 
tions with each positiojv^ndicating the direc- 
tional moy_ejoaeflt--of-ihe""cursor. 
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Technical Field 

This inventions relates to control of telecommu- 
nication operations, and in particular, to the control 
of telecommunication operations using a telephone 5 
handset. 

Background of the invention 

In the prior art, it is known to do graphics-based 
call management. U. S. Patent No. 4,653,090 of C. 
Hayden discloses a system where the telephone in- 
strument includes a graphics screen, such as a per- 
sonal computer, and a series of call appearance 
boxes on the screen which represent different call 
functions. Each possible party to a call is represented 
by an icon and an associated label which is the par- 
ty's name. The icon representative of a party is 
moved, by use of a cursor, inside a communication 
appearance box on the screen to place that party 
onto an existing call. The icon representative of the 
party is moved out of the box to drop the party from 
the call. In a similar manner, conference calls can be 
established, and calls may be transferred to other 
parties. The problem that exists in U.S. Patent No. 
4,653,090 is the need to manipulate the icons using 
a separate mouse device or keyboard. This requires 
the user of a telephone instrument to use one hand 
to hold the telephone handset and another hand to 
manipulate the mouse. In addition, the use of the 
mouse device limits the mobility of the user to the 
length of the cable connecting the mouse to the tel- 
ephone instrument. 

A manipulandum is a device that is manipulated 
to achieve a particular control. In the mechanical art, 
a manipulandum often takes the form of a control lev- 
er or wheel, such as the directional signal actuator 
and the steering wheel on a car, respectively. In the 
computer art, a mouse is clearly a manipulandum. 

In the computer art, another manipulandum is a 
joystick. U. S. Patent No. 4,739,128 of M. G. Grisham 
disloses a joystick which is positioned on the back of 
a special purpose telephone along with a liquid crys- 
tal communication screen. The joystick is utilized to 
select computer operations by manipulating a cusor 
on the liquid display. The special purpose telephone 
also has on the back side a conventional multifre- 
quency dialing pad for placing telephone calls. Nei- 
ther the joystick nor the keypad can be utilized when 
a person is speaking on the special purpose tele- 
phone. The functions controlled by the joystick ap- 
pear to be distinct from those involved in controlling 
a telephone call. 

In addition to a mouse which is designed to be 
moved over a flat surface, a device known as a track 
ball is also used to position icons. A track ball differs 
from a mouse in that the track ball device is held sta- 
tionary and the ball is moved in order to position the 



icons. U. S. Patent No.5,122,654 of K. Koh discloses 
a thumb-actuated track ball. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a tele- 
phone handset which allows a user to carry on a tel- 
ephone conversation and at the same time control a 
computer program using the telephone handset. 



Summary of the Invention 

10 This and other objects of the invention are ach- 

ieved by a telephone handset having a manipulandum 
built into the handset such that the handset can be 
held in a speaking position with respect to the body 
of a person and the manipulandum can be manipulat- 
es ed so as to select icons or perform other cursor func- 
tions. The manipulandum itself is situated on the side 
or top of the telephone set such that it can be easily 
manipulated by the telephone user in the speaking 
position. In one embodiment, the manipulandum con- 
20 sists of a track ball device that is built into the hand- 
set. Also built into the handset is a switch for indicat- 
ing that a computer command is to be performed on 
a selected icon. In a second embodiment, the manip- 
ulandum is a joystick that has a number of fixed pos- 
25 itions with each position designating a movement of 
the cursor on the computer display. In addition, an 
additional control direction of the joystick that is mov- 
able along its axis activates an electrical switch. That 
switch is used to indicate that a computer command 
30 be performed on a selected icon. In a third embodi- 
ment, the manipulandum is a set of switches laid out 
in a particular pattern with a fixed number of posi- 
tions with each position indicating the directional 
movement of the cursor. 
35 Advantageously, the handset can be a wireless 
handset with voice information being communicated 
between the wireless handset and a base station via 
electromagnetic waves or light with the control infor- 
mation generated by the manipulandum also being 
40 communicated utilizing the same medium. 

Brief Description of the Drawing 

FIG. 1 illustrates a telephone handset arrange- 
45 ment in accordance with the principles of the in- 
vention interconnected to a personal computer 
having a computer display screen; 
FIG. 2 illustrates another embodiment of the in- 
vention utilizing a joystick; 
50 FIG. 3 illustrates a third embodiment of the in- 

vention utilizing discrete switches; 
FIG. 5 illustrates, in detail, a computer for provid- 
ing telecommunication and data processing func- 
tions for use with a telephone handset in accor- 
55 dance with the invention; 

FIG. 6 illustrates, in detail, a wireless telephone 
handset and base station in accordance with the 
invention; and 



3 



EP 0 602 840 A1 



4 



FIG. 7 illustrates a fourth embodiment of the in- 
vention utilizing a joystick for operation by a fore- 
finger. 

Detailed Description 5 

FIG. 1 illustrates a telephone handset 103 which 
has a built-in track ball 1 04 in accordance with the in- 
vention. Auser of telephone handset 103 controls the 
operation of computer 101 including telecommunica- 10 
tion operations by using track ball 104 to manipulate 
the position of cursor 109. Once cursor 109 is prop- 
erly positioned, the user utilizes button 105 to indi- 
cate the desired operation. Track ball 104 can rotate 
in any direction relative to the surface of telephone 15 
handset 1 03. Computer 1 01 is programmed such that 
the rotation of track ball 1 04 in a given direction caus- 
es cursor 109 to move in the same direction. For ex- 
ample, to place a telephone call to John Doe, the user 
positions cursor 109sothat it is touching icon 107 on 20 
computer monitor 102 by rotating track ball 104 in the 
proper direction. Once cursor 109 is positioned on 
icon 107, the user actuates button 105 twice in quick 
secession (commonly referred to as a double click- 
ing). Next, the user positions cursor 109 as indicated 25 
in FIG. 1 pointing to the name "John Doe" and ac- 
tuates button 105 once. Computer 101 is responsive 
to these operations to place a telephone call to John 
Doe and to interconnect telephone handset 103 in a 
voice conversation with the telephone handset as- 30 
signed to John Doe. 

To transfer the call established with John Doe to 
Jane Doe, the user positions cursor 109 to point to 
icon 106 by rotating track ball 104. Once cursor 109 
is positioned on icon 106, the user actuates button 35 
105 twice in quick succession. Next the user posi- 
tions cursor 109 by rotating track ball 104 to point to 
the name of Jane Doe. Once cursor 109 is positioned 
so as to point to Jane Doe, the user clicks button 1 05 
once. Computer 101 is responsive to those opera- 40 
tions to transfer the call established with John Doe to 
Jane Doe so that John Doe and Jane Doe are now en- 
gaged in the same telephone call. 

The physical and electrical design of a track ball 
such as track ball 1 04 is well known in the art For ex- 45 
ample, U.S. Patent No. 4,653,090 discloses both the 
physical and electrical design of a track ball. 

FIG. 2 illustrates a second embodiment of the in- 
vention where a thumb controlled joystick is utilized 
in telephone handset 201 in place of a track ball. The so 
design of joystick 202 is described in detail in U. S. 
Patent No. 4,739,128. As illustrated in FIG. 3,the joy- 
stick has ten positions indicating direction with each 
position closing one of ten switches. Two of these 
positions are illustrated in FIG. 2 as 203 and 205. For 55 
each directional position, movement of joystick 201 in 
that direction causes the correspondent switch to be 
closed providing an electrical indication of the chosen 



direction to a computer. In addition, in the neutral pos- 
ition 204, if joystick 202 is moved perpendicular to the 
surface of telephone handset 201 , an eleventh switch 
is closed. This eleventh switch performs the func- 
tions of button 105 of FIG. 1. 

Telephone handset 401 of FIG. 4 is a third em- 
bodiment of the invention. Switches 402 through 406 
replace the functions of joystick 201 of FIG. 2. 
Switches 402 through 405 are used to position the 
cursor in the direction indicated by the top of each 
switch. Switch 406 performs the same functions as 
button 105 of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 5 illustrates computer 101, in greater detail, 
the manner in which a telecommunication link is es- 
tablished from computer 101 to telecommunication 
switching system 507. Computer 101 comprises 
blocks 501 through 506. I/O controller 504 interfaces 
standard I/O devices such as hard disc drives, etc. 
Processor 501 executes programs and stores data in 
memory 502. ISDN controller 505 interfaces BRl link 
511 from telecommunication switching system 507. 
Processor 501 utilizes ISDN controller 505 to send 
messages to telecommunication switching system 
507 to perform telecommunication switching func- 
tions such as call origination or call transfer. In addi- 
tion, ISDN controller 505 is responsive to digitally en- 
coded voice information received from BRl link 511 to 
convert that to an analog representation and to trans- 
mit it to the receiver portion of telephone handset 103 
via subcable 509. Also, ISDN controller 505 is respon- 
sive to analog voice information received from tele- 
phone handset 103 to digitally encode that and trans- 
mit it via BRl link 511 to telecommunication switching 
system 507. The control of an ISDN BRl link such as 
BRl link 511 is well known in the art. 

Track ball controller 506 receives control data 
from either telephone handset 103 via subcable 510 
or from conventional track ball 508. Track ball con- 
troller 506 is responsive to control information from 
either of these sources to transmit that information to 
processor 501. Track ball controller 506 allows the 
user to utilize either the conventional track ball 508 
or the track ball built into telephone handset 103. It is 
envisioned that during normal computer operations, 
when the user is not engaged in a telephone conver- 
sation, that the user will utilize conventional track 
ball 508. 

FIG. 6 illustrates in block diagram form wireless 
handset 601 and wireless base station 602 which are 
designed to function with computer 101 as illustrated 
in FIG. 5. The physical design of wireless handset 601 
would be similar to that shown for telephone handset 
103 and would include a track ball and button similar 
to track ball 104 and button 105 of telephone handset 
103. With respect to a telephone conversation involv- 
ing a telephone connected to telecommunication 
switching system 507 of FIG. 5 and wireless handset 
601, voice information coming from telecommunica- 
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tion switching system 507 is communicated via ISDN 
controller 505 of FIG. 5 to base controller 606 of FIG. 
6. Base controller 606, using well known techniques, 
transmits the voice information via radio unit 608 to 
wireless handset 601. Wireless handset 601 uses 5 
blocks 617, 619, and 618 to transform the telephone 
conversation into an audio sound which is repro- 
duced by telephone receiver 603. Similarly, tele- 
phone conversation from wireless handset 601 is 
first converted by telephone transmitter 604 to an 10 
analog signal which is communicated through hybrid 
618 to block 619 which digitally encodes the analog 
information and transmits it via RF transceiver 61 7 to 
RF transceiver 615. The latter transceiver, utilizing 
well known techniques in the art, transfers it via pro- 15 
tocol converter 610, base controller 610, ISDN con- 
troller 605 to telecommunication switching system 
507. 

The control signals generated by track ball and 
control circuit 605 are transmitted to control unit 624 20 
which multiplexes this information as control infor- 
mation and causes RF transceiver 61 7 to transmit the 
signals to RF transceiver 615 of wireless base station 
602. Protocol converter 610 recovers the control sig- 
nals communicated from track ball and control circuit 25 
605 and transfers these control signals to base con- 
troller 606. Base controller 606 transmits these con- 
trol signals to track ball controller 506 via cable 110 
as illustrated in FIG. 5. 

Greater details on the operations of blocks 610 30 
through 615 of wireless base station 602 and blocks 
617 through 625 of wireless handset 601 are given in 
European patent application number 93308137.4. 

The advantages of wireless handset 601 are nu- 
merous. Not only can a user be free to move about 35 
their office while on a telephone conversation, but 
the user can control their computer from any place 
within their office. For example, the user could be en- 
gaged in a telephone conversation sitting at another 
table and need to look at a spread sheet, the user 40 
could utilize the track ball on wireless handset 601 to 
access the spread sheet This mobility factor will be- 
come increasingly more important as the physical 
size of computer monitors become larger, since the 
user wili be able to read the computer monitor at a 45 
greater distance. 

FIG. 7 illustrates joystick 702 which is positioned 
on handset 701 so that joystick 701 can be manipu- 
lated by the forefinger of the hand grasping handset 
701 while handset 701 is in a talking position. Clearly, so 
the track ball and switches of FIGS. 1 and 4, respec- 
tively, could also be positioned as is joystick 702 on 
handset 701. 



Claims 

1 . A telephone handset (1 03) for contrail ing the exe- 



cution of computer programs on a separate com- 
puter (101) via selection of icons (106-108) on a 
separate computer display and the telephone 
handset having a receiver and transmitter for 
communication of voice information, comprising; 
CHARACTERIZED IN THAT 
a manipulandum (104, 105) protruding 
from a surface of the telephone handset within 
reach of hand grasping the telephone handset 
while the telephone handset is held in a speaking 
position with respect to the body of the person 
and with the manipulandum being used to select 
icons on the separate computer display; and 

means (110) for communicating signals 
from the manipulandum to the separate comput- 
er. 

2. The telephone handset of claim 1 wherein the 
manipulandum comprises a switch (105) and ac- 
tuation of the switch signals the separate com- 
puter to execute a computer program corre- 
sponding to the selected icon. 

3. The telephone handset of claim 1 further com- 
prises a switch and actuation of the switch sig- 
nals the separate computer to execute a comput- 
er program corresponding to the selected icon. 

4. The telephone handset of claim 1 wherein the 
manipulandum is a track ball. 

5. The telephone handset of claim 4 wherein the 
track ball is manipulated by the thumb of the 
hand grasping the telephone handset. 

6. The telephone handset of claim 5 wherein the 
communicating means allows another device 
(508) for selecting the icons to be connected al- 
lowing either the other device or the track ball to 
be used to select icons. 

7. The telephone handset of claim 6 further com- 
prises a switch within reach of the hand grasping 
the telephone handset for communicating control 
information to the computer. 

8. The telephone handset of claim 1 wherein the 
manipulandum is a joystick (202). 

9. The telephone handset of claim 8 wherein the 
joystick is manipulated by the thumb of the hand 
grasping the telephone handset. 

10. The telephone handset of claim 9 wherein the 
communicating means allows another device for 
selecting the icons to be connected allowing eith- 
er the other device or the joystick to be used to 
select icons. 
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11. The telephone handset of claim 1 wherein the 
manipulandum is manipulated by a forefinger of 
the hand grasping the telephone handset 

12. The telephone handset of claim 11 wherein the 5 
manipulandum is a joystick. 

13. The telephone handset of claim 1 wherein the 
manipulandum is a plurality of switches (402- 
406). 10 

14. The telephone handset of claim 13 wherein the 
plurality of switches are manipulated by the 
thumb of the hand grasping the telephone hand- 
set 15 

15. The telephone handset of daim 14 wherein the 
communicating means allows another device for 
selecting the icons to be connected allowing eith- 
er the other device or the plurality of switches to 20 
be used to select icons. 

16. The telephone handset of claim 1 wherein the 
communicating means (617-625, 602) uses a 
wireless transmission medium. 25 
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